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Carroll County Economic Development Corporation
Appoints James Wells as New CEO/Executive Director

CARROLL COUNTY, IN—The Carroll County Economic Development Corporation (CCEDC) is pleased to
announce the appointment of James Wells as its new Chief Executive Officer, effective immediately.
Wells succeeds Jonathan Blake, who has served as Interim Director since February 2025 following the
departure of former Executive Director Jake Adams.

Wells brings over seven years of experience in economic development, public administration, and real
estate finance. Most recently, he served as a Real Estate Allocation Analyst at the Indiana Housing and
Community Development Authority, where he oversaw nearly $500 million in affordable housing
proposals and managed federal HOME funds totaling $21-25 million annually. His strategic funding
recommendations led to a 40% increase in project approvals, demonstrating his ability to align financial
oversight with community impact.

Previously, Wells served in the Mayor’s Office in Indianapolis, where he led neighborhood revitalization
efforts, increased civic engagement, and built coalitions across government, nonprofit, and private
sectors. His background also includes roles in financial services, property management, and legislative
support.

Bret Rinehart, President of the CCEDC Board of Directors, shared his thoughts on the transition:

“We are excited to welcome James Wells as our new Executive Director. His experience and passion for
inclusive development make him the ideal leader to guide Carroll County into its next chapter. We also
extend our sincere thanks to Jonathan Blake for his steady leadership during the interim period and for
helping position CCEDC for continued success.”

Wells expressed his enthusiasm for the role:

“I’m honored to join CCEDC and serve the people of Carroll County. This region has incredible potential,
and | look forward to working with local leaders, businesses, and residents to strengthen our economy,
attract investment, and make our communities even more vibrant and livable.”

Wells holds a Bachelor of Urban Statesmanship from Ball State University and is currently pursuing a
Graduate Certificate in Public Finance from Indiana University-Indianapolis. He is also actively engaged
in professional development and civic organizations focused on urban planning and sustainable
development.
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